
Annual Report from Cllr David Hopkins 

to Bow Brickhill Parish Council – 2024/25 

MK2050 and the local plan – the new local plan for MK moves on apace. What is 

known as the section 18 consultation has concluded, and the results are being 

analysed by MKCC at the moment. The next stage of this work kicks off in 

September and will lead to a second, what is known as a section 19 consultation, 

and a timetable leading to the inevitable enquiry before the planning inspectorate, 

probably in late 2026 with a final decision in early 2027. 

The Reg 19 consultation is likely to close by the end of October. Following this MK 

City Council will need to review the responses and consider if it should propose any 

main modifications to be submitted alongside the plan to the Inspector for them to 

consider through examination (any Main Modifications the Inspector considers are 

necessary to make the plan ‘sound’ would be subject to a form of public 

consultation during the Examination). 

The examination of the current Plan:MK, from submission to the Inspectorate to 

formal adoption by Full Council, took just under a year so, as I say, we may have an 

adopted plan by early 2027. However, recent ministerial directions and advice to 

the planning inspectorate indicate shorter examinations will become the norm, 

e.g. nine months. As I say, it’s all guesswork at this point really. 

The land known as Levant Gate (1250 homes designation) and land south of Bow 

Brickhill (1500 homes designation) remain in the plan despite direct government 

guidance reducing the overall number of houses that are required to be included in 

the overall plan between now and 2050. 

The Loop 

The major, positive news from the past year was of course, Arriva’s announcement 

of the Loop providing a much needed and now well used regular, established bus 

service for the town. I met with Arriva three times in advance of the 

announcement, initially more in hope than expectation and lobbying for a better 

(or indeed any!) service and for a replacement service for Caldecotte which is also 



in the ward, and which had seen its previous link rerouted. My initial request was 

for an hourly service running one hour via Wavendon & Kingston and the other via 

Bow Brickhill, Caldecotte and the OU. Initially Arriva were sceptical but promised 

to investigate. A second meeting involved representatives from Shenley Retirement 

village and the seed of an idea germinated. The third meeting saw Arriva 

announce the concept of The Loop which they would operate without any financial 

support from MK City Council on a purely commercial basis. And here we are. 

In other great news – last week, Loop had its highest ridership level since the route 

commenced in January. This is really encouraging for Arriva, and we are all 

grateful for the parishes continued support in promoting this route to its residents.  

 

Caldecotte South – Objection as a member of the Board of the Inland Drainage 

Board 

Planning Application Number: PLN/2025/0678 

Location: Land At Brickhill Street, South Caldecotte, Bow Brickhill,  Milton Keynes 

MK17 9FE 

Proposal: Approval of reserved matters (layout, scale, appearance, and 

landscaping) pursuant to outline permission ref. 19/01818/OUT for the erection of 

a single flexible employment unit for uses B2 and B8 with ancillary offices, service 

yards, internal estate roads, landscaping as well as associated works (revised 

scheme to that previously approved under approval ref. 22/02410/REM 



I objected to these proposals on the basis there is development within 9m of the 

Board’s watercourse and an inadequate Flood Risk Assessment.  

The watercourse on the boundary of or passing through this site is under the 

statutory control of the Board. In accordance with the Board’s byelaws, no 

development should take place within 9 metres of bank top, without the Inland 

Drainage Board’s prior consent, this includes any planting, fencing or other 

landscaping. The 9 metre byelaw strip is required by the Inland Drainage Board for 

access for maintenance plant and equipment and for the spread and levelling of 

arisings, from the watercourse. It is therefore inappropriate to develop within this 

strip such that maintenance is obstructed, and hence the proposals within the strip 

are unlikely to receive the consent of the Inland Drainage Board. 

A revised FRA addressing site layout and modelling should be supplied along with 

floodplain compensation calculations. 

As surface water discharge is proposed to a watercourse within the Board’s district 

then the proposed development will require a land drainage consent in line with 

the Board’s byelaws (specifically Byelaw 3). Any consent granted will likely be 

conditional, pending the payment of a surface water development contribution 

(SWDC) fee, calculated in line with the Board’s charging policy. This policy can be 

found here. Whilst the consenting process as set out under the Land Drainage Act 

1991 and the Board’s Byelaws are separate from planning, the ability to 

implement a planning permission may be dependent on the granting of these 

consents. As such we strongly recommend that any required consents are sought 

prior to determination of the planning application. 

The Broader Overall Situation 

At a meeting I attended at MK City Council Scrutiny committee held on 23rd April, 

the representative presenting to the committee on behalf of East West Rail 

described the Universal Studios announcement as truly game changing. How right 

he is as it impacts fundamentally our lives here in Little Brickhill and its 

neighbouring communities – in both a positive and potentially (in some ways) 

negative way. 

The consequence of the Universal Studios announcement literally has a knock-on 

consequence and impact on each of the headings in my report. Let me explain. 

I will headline each of the major issues I covered off in my monthly written report 

to the parish council as ward councillor over the past twelve months. Looking back 

over the year a mention of Universal was included in all but one report. 



Let me turn now to East West Rail. We saw the most recent consultation running 

from the latter part of 2024 to its culmination at the extremely well attended 

meeting in the Summerlin Hall (in Woburn Sands) and the Masonic Hall in 

Bletchley in January. The report on the outcomes and findings of the informal 

consultation will be published later in the summer and (currently) it is anticipated 

that the formal, Statutory Consultation will commence in January 2026. 

Initially it seemed the future of the level crossing in Woburn Sands was secure 

although it became very likely that a new station would be constructed a few 

hundred metres to the west of the location of the existing station. Residents 

expressed some concerns regarding how the new station might be accessed from 

Newport Road via the access route being constructed at the Redrow, Woburn View 

site and how that might ultimately also become a link into the SEMK expansion 

area. 

However, there is an update on this in light of, as you would perhaps now expect, 

the Universal Studios announcement. It would appear that, following said 

announcement, that. 

• The frequency of trains will greatly increase to perhaps one every 10 

minutes (in each direction) 

• Bow Brickhill station will almost certainly close – as will the level crossing to 

be replaced by a bridge 

• The relocation of Woburn Sands station is now almost a certainty. 

• The level crossing on Newport Road will almost certainly have to close. 

• The line improvements at Bletchley will be such to allow trains to run direct 

from Manchester and the Midlands to Stewartby  

The project will be brought forward by one or more years and the Statutory 

Consultation may be cancelled in the terms set out in the emerging Planning and 

Infrastructure Bill the purpose of which is to do away with the need for extensive 

consultation on national infrastructure projects to speed up their delivery and help 

boost growth in the economy.  

The project is what is known as a Special Development Project (and I believe is the 

first private project to be included under this heading) and the 400+ hectares 

included under those terms. Elements of the project outside of that area will still 

be subject to normal planning. There will be a very informal, voluntary 

consultation on the scheme in the autumn. 

Now I must be clear that this is all informed speculation on the part of EWR and 

subject to confirmation over the coming months. 



20,000 jobs during the development phase and 8000 moving forward cannot be 

sniffed at and the additional benefits to business and leisure in a broad hinterland 

to the site will offer opportunities to the wider community for generations to come 

– potentially, but there will be some pain before the gain. 

Let me turn briefly to the other major issues I have attempted to address over the 

past 12 months. 

Bow Brickhill Interests as represented through the Woburn Sands Futures – and 

SEMK issues. I attended the meetings of WSF over the past twelve months during 

which we had the benefit of presentations from O&H and L&Q the developers, and 

indeed from East West Rail (pre-Universal). Outline permissions for land south of 

the railway have been waiting for formal approval but the application for the land 

north of the railway (bordering Wavendon, Old Farm Park and Woburn Sands) has 

been delayed until 2026 due to a dispute between Network Rail and O&H 

regarding the extent of the land that Network Rail has identified for compulsory 

purchase in line with the EWR project. Decisions on the outline applications have 

still to be issued (I suspect June / July of this year) and the devil regarding SEMK 

will be in the detail and perhaps there will now be changes in the layout of the 

infrastructure (Roads/bridges) in line with the changes EWR may have to 

announce to meet the elements of the Universal Studios impacts. For example, the 

bridge over the line at a site adjacent to Woodleys Farm may be part now of a 

broader Woburn Sands bypass.   

Whilst I would not expect to see any houses on SEMK until 2027, I would expect to 

see reserved matters applications (where the detail of the infrastructure and 

house layout etc will be revealed and debated) and more information in terms of 

density and support structures such as schools, GP surgeries, dentists and retail 

would be set out. I would expect to see these in the first half of 2026. And then 

expect to see heavy pant starting work on roadways and drainage etc etc, works 

by mid to late summer 2026. 

On the ‘northside’ MK City Council would like to see the first phase of the H10 

through Church Farm being constructed by the end of 2025, but that could also 

possibly stretch well into 2026. Technically this initial phase is within the delayed 

element of the SLA contained within the 2001/2011 local plan and as such will not 

reach into SEMK (stopping as it does within the confines of the Church Farm 

development) but it does technically open up the SEMK site.  

The complicating factor remains East West Rail, but I think given the Universal 

announcement of a couple of weeks ago, they are now under the same pressures 

that the council now faces to move things forward. You will possibly see some 



works on the railway in 2026 but MK City Council is not yet sure if these will be 

starting in the SEMK area or further to the east. These would be works already 

consented under the Transport Works Act Order that Network Rail already have. 

Can I pay tribute and thanks to Michael Geddes who organises and chairs the WSF 

meetings quite expertly and among those attending has been representatives from 

our local schools and our local health surgery, among others. 

I am now going to rattle on with headings and a one-line update. 

New Towns Taskforce - the government has commissioned a New Towns 

Taskforce, chaired by Sir Michael Lyons, to look at possible sites (up to a dozen) 

that might be suitable for the large-scale development of new towns across the 

UK. There has been much speculation that north MK may turn out to be one such 

site. The report is due to be published by September this year when we shall know 

more but yet again the Universal Studio development may have more than a 

passing bearing on any such decisions. 

Three Parishes Outing – The Three Parishes Outings have commenced for this 

year.   

These outings are for those who are 60yr or over and live in the parish of Woburn 

Sands, Wavendon and Bow Brickhill, but people should not worry if you don’t live 

in one of the parishes as you can go on the list for an extra £1.50, telephone 

Woburn Sands Town Council 01908 585368 and you will be put on the circulation. 

The coach picks up at several points in Wavendon, Woburn Sands and Bow 

Brickhill leaving at 9.30 and leaving the destination at 4pm, you have free time to 

do what you like. 

The outings run on the third Wednesday of the month, come along sightsee, 

wander around the shops enjoy coffee and lunch. Tickets £15.50 out of area 

£17.00. 

21 May - Witney,   

18 June - Stratford on Avon with option to go to Charlcote house & park, 

16 July - Bury St Edmonds,  

20 August - Springfields Spalding,  

17 September - Marlow,       

3 December – Christmas (tba).                                     



Greensand Ridge and the Greensand Fort - As a member of the Greensand 

Partnership Board (as well as local ward member) I have been working to ensure 

the protection of the Danesborough Fort ancient monument and to protect the 

ridge for future generations as a key leisure (and sport) option for local residents. 

MK City Council has undertaken to implement the suitable protective 

designation(s) for the ridge as it passes through MK and that will impact 

(potentially) how close development might be allowed on its immediate boundary. 

Ward Boundary Changes – the boundary commission has recommended (subject 

to approval) changes to the various ward boundaries across MK. It is likely that 

Danesborough & Walton ward will become once again simply the Danesborough 

ward from 2026 onwards with the new ward consisting of the parishes of 

Wavendon, Bow Brickhill and Little Brickhill and the town of Woburn Sands. 

Walton Parish will become a ward in its own right. There are likely to be all out 

elections for 60 councillors to be elected to MK City Council in May 2026. 

Fly Tipping & ‘Anti Social’ Behaviour – I have dealt (through MK City Council) with 

repeated incidents of reported fly tipping in the woods and along sites on the 

Woburn Sands Road. 

Local Policing – There have been changes to the personnel from TVP monitoring 

the policing of our streets. PCSO Amy Ryan has moved on to pastures new within 

the local force and I would like to thank her for her diligent and hard-working 

attitude to the policing of our area over several years. PC Matthew Phillips is 

leading the Danesborough team matthew.philips@thamesvalley.police.uk  

Green Bin collections – From May this year residents will be charged for the 

collection of a second green bin if they put out more than one green bin per week.  

The first green bin remains free for households. The 2025/26 subscription cost is 

£55 per bin and the service will run from 12 May 2025 to 31 March 2026. 

The city council will issue a permit sticker for each subscribed additional green bin 

within 10 working days of the subscription start date. Additional green bins 

without a valid permit sticker will not be collected after May 2025. 

Top of the Requests from residents ….  

…and the most frequent emails and enquiries I receive from residents. 

1. Potholes and highways matters generally 

2. Parking – various sites 

3. Path clearing and spraying, overhanging vegetation, fly tipping and litter. 

4. Speeding 

mailto:matthew.philips@thamesvalley.police.uk


5. Issues connected with the Greensand Ridge. 

6. All too frequent road closures and partial closures. 

7. Caldecotte South 

8. Powered scooters on the footpaths  

9. Establishing a reinvigorated Neighbourhood Watch across the village. 

And on a positive note, starting this month is the Annual Greensand Festival and, 

in the summer, the Biannual Milton Keynes International Festival.  

To conclude, can I thank the recently retired Parish Chairman Julian Price for the 

professional and always fair-minded manner in chairing the parish council over 

several years and representing the village so ably during such challenging times. 

And, as ever, thanks to Parish Council members and to our hard-working parish 

clerk all of whom do all we can to make Bow Brickhill the great place to live that 

we all know and love. 

It is always an honour and a privilege to represent our community at MK City 

Council. 

 

Cllr David Hopkins 

Representing Bow Brickhill at MK City Council 


